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APRIL MEETING 


DATE: Wednesday, April 14, 8:15 p.m. 
PLACE: Morrison Auditorium 

SPEAKER: Laurel Reynolds 

SUBJECT: “MEXICO’S CALIFORNIA” 


Mrs. Reynolds, no stranger to the Academy 
membership because of previous appearances, has 
captivated audiences from coast to coast not only 
with the creative artistry and scientific authenticity 
of her films but her own personal charm. In “Mexi- 
co’s California” (which she co-photographed with 
Mindy Willis of Pasadena), the camera explores 
Lower California and the off-shore islands which are 
just now being “discovered” by visitors and settlers. 

All manner of life—animal, marine and human 
—is recorded in color. There is a visit to San Benitos 
Island and a trip by rural taxi through the desert 
country to San Jose del Cabo. Their ship, “The 
Thundercloud,” cruises past La Paz, then takes them 
to tropical islands along the Pacific shore. There are 
close looks at tomato-faced crabs, fish-eating bats, 
giant iguanas, blue-footed boobies, man o’ wars and 
rare red-billed tropic birds. 

As the yacht proceeds, porpoises, giant sea turtles, 
and schools of whales come within range of the 
camera’s lens. The result is a beautiful and unusual 
adventure. 

Mrs. Reynolds and her husband, Dr. T. Eric 
Reynolds, have been devoted members of the Acad- 
emy since 1941. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 


“MILKY WAY” will be presented in the Theatre 
of the Stars from March 31 through May 2. The 
broad band of hazy light that encircles the heavens 
has fascinated man down through the centuries. You 
are invited to investigate the wonders of our “Milky 
Way” and the multitude of phenomena within it. 

Performances daily at 3:30 p.m. with evening 
shows, Wednesday through Sunday, at 8:30. Extra 
matinees at 2:00 on Saturday and Sunday. The 
Planetarium is closed on Monday and Tuesday 
evenings. 


MORRISON AUDITORIUM 


The California Academy of Sciences Science 
Theatre continues to present its documentary film, 
“The Sea of Cortez,’ on Saturdays and Sundays at 
12:45, 2:15, and 3:45 p.m. Admission: Adults, 75c; 
Juniors, 40c. 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 


Exhibit of the Month: “WART HOG,” from the 
Academy collections. Main Foyer, Science Museum. 

“1965 ANNUAL BAY AREA SCIENCE FAIR” 
will be at the Academy April 3 through April 7. Do 
not miss an important annual event, a display of 
exhibits created by Bay Area junior scientists. 

“PRINT PORTRAITS,” by San Francisco artist 
and printer, Henry Evans. Life-size horticultural 
plates done in linoleum block technique. Opens 
April 9 in Lovell White Hall of Man and Nature 
and continues through the month of June. Mr, Evans’ 
beautiful work will be on sale at the sales desk at 
modest prices. 


“SCIENCE IN ACTION” (Schedule for viewers in the 
San Francisco Bay Area: Tuesday evenings, 6:30 p.m., 
KTVU-TY, Channel 2. For other areas, see the TV listings 
in your local paper.) 


April 5: “BIOASTRONAUTICS,” with Guest Scientist 
Mr. Roy E. Marquardt, Marquardt Corpora- 
tion. 


April 12: “AFRICAN WILDLIFE,” with Dr. A. Starker 
Leopold, University of California and Presi- 
dent of the Academy. 


April 19: “MAGNETIC SEARCH,” with Dr. Emery H. 
Rogers, Instrument Group, Varian Associa- 
ciates. 


April 26: “THE CHICKEN AND THE EGG,” with Dr. 
Frederic W. Hill, University of California, 
Davis. 


NEWS and NOTES....... 


"Turoucs A GRANT received from the 
Federal Government, the Academy will, with other 
institutions, be involved in a six-month study of the 
gigantic earthquake which occurred in Alaska on 
March 27, 1964. 

At the behest of the scientific advisors to the 
President, and performed under the jurisdiction of 
the National Academy of Sciences, a project is under 
way to study the effects of this giant cataclysm, the 
most severe earthquake of historical time, when some 


45,000 square miles of land were uplifted and a lesser 
amount subsided. The Academy’s specific role, rep- 
resented by Curator of Geology G Dallas Hanna, is 
research on what happens to the animals and plants 
along the seashores when such an event occurs. 
With other scientists, Dr. Hanna will spend the 
months of June and July in Alaska examining the 
littoral zone which, in a matter of approximately five 
minutes, was annihilated of all life, both plant and 
animal. Of particular interest is the rate of reestab- 
lishment of the flora and the fauna of these areas. 


Durine THE PAST six months, large and 
important collections of reptiles and amphibians have ~ 
been coming into the Academy’s Department of Her- 
petology from the far corners of the world. Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Clark presented a collection of reptiles 
from Iran and Afghanistan; Field Associate John 
Gasperetti shipped a fine group of lizards and snakes 
from the Trucial Coast of Saudi Arabia; amphibians 
and reptiles from Ghana came as a gift of Mr. Tyson 
Roberts; and Mr. Fred W. Schuierer made notable 
additions collected on the Malay Peninsula and in 
Thailand. 

Curator Alan E. Leviton also reports that through 
the good efforts of Dr. James R. 
Dixon of New Mexico State Uni- 
versity, Dr. Lawrence Swan and 
students from San Francisco State 
College, and Mr. Ted Papenfuss, 
the Department received numerous 
additional specimens gathered in Central America. 


Tue J. W. MAILLIARD, JR., 
Library has been the recipient of an important gift 
of books which enhance considerably its holdings 
of botanical colored plate works. Mr. Paul H. An- 
derson of San Francisco has presented the library 
with 35 volumes of “Sowerby’s Botany” published 
for the author from 1790 to 1814 by J. Davis of 
London. This set of books, in unusually fine condi- 
tion with hundreds of hand-colored plates, was an 
attempt to illustrate and describe every plant grow- 
ing in Great Britain. There were originally 36 vol- 
umes in the series and Mr. Anderson’s gift lacks 
only one, Volume 26, and we hope that some kind 
book benefactor will please take note! 

In addition to the above, Mr. Anderson, a volun- 
teer at the Academy where he devotes much time 
to the Minerva Hirst Picture Collection, also pre- 
sented. a four volume set of Oliver Goldsmith’s 
“History of the Earth and Animated Nature” pub- 
lished in London in 1822 by Henry Fisher at the 
Caxton Press, 


MEET THE STARE 


PHYLLIS ENSRUD, Research Secretary for 
Steinhart Aquarium, is a lady of many and varied 
talents. Not only is she effective in her job as stenog- 
rapher and general factotum for the aquarium but 
is an expert “checked out’ skin diver. She is de- 
lighted when circumstances call for her to leave: her 
Royal Electric, don her Scuba equipment, and frolic 
with the white-sided dolphins and Cissy, the harbor 
seal, in the big tank. 

A graduate in chemistry from St. Olaf College 
in Northfield, Minnesota, her first job was in the 
laboratories of the Mayo Clinic doing cancer re- 
search. She relinquished this pursuit for a 314 
month bicycling trip through Europe. This first 
knowledge of wanderlust eventually led her to be- 
coming a stewardess with Northwest Airlines. Sub- 
sequently, she was chosen to be cabin attendant 
instructor for Chinese, Japanese, and Philippine 
pursers and stewardesses in training in the Orient. 

After a reluctant return to the United States, 
secretarial training taken on her time off enabled 
Phyllis to gain a post in the editorial department 
of National Geographic magazine in Washington, 
D. C. She remained there for three years and then 
emigrated to San Francisco. In 1959, she came to 
the Academy and was employed part time in the 
CAS administrative offices and in the Geology De- 
partment before settling down happily in Steinhart. 

As has been stated, not only is she an avid skin 
diver but also a skilled skier, gourmet cook, cat 
lover, and excellent soprano, having performed with 
many Bay Area choral groups. She is partial to Bach 
and most symphonic music. 

The taste for wanderlust has never been satisfied. 
Her favorite reveries concern skin diving one day 
off the coast of Green Island located in Australia’s 
Great Barrier Reef and slaloming down Mont Blanc 
near Chamonix in France. Odds have it that time 
will see her make it. 


NEWS and NOTES — (Continued) 


Now ON DISPLAY in an alcove adjacent to 
Steinhart Aquarium is a one-half life-size model of 
a coelacanth, the legendary living fossil whose dis- 
covery as recently as 1938 created such a furor in 
scientific circles. The first of these relics of the 
past (they had been thought to be extinct for 
70 million years) was taken quite by accident in 
the port of East London in South Africa. Measuring 
five feet in length and weighing 127 pounds, its 
disclosure set off further searches which have con- 
tinued. Additional coelacanths have been taken in 
surrounding waters. 

Exhibited also in the same case in Steinhart is a 
single coelacanth scale, a gift to the Academy from 
the Department of Zoology of the University of 
California at Los Angeles, as well as a copy of an 
interesting leaflet distributed at one time over the 
whole coast line of East Africa. Printed in English, 
French and Portuguese, it offered a reward of £100 
for the capture of additional animals. 


New in the Swamp Area of Steinhart is a truly 
magnificent specimen of a most awesome reptile, 
the King Cobra. 


NEW MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMY 


Regular Membership 


Mr. Gary Hogan Bechtel Dr. James Moyer 


Mr. John E. Butler Mr. L. A. O'Leary 

Mr. A. Elliott Castello Mr. George A. Schilling, II. 
Dr. Robert C. Edmondson Mr. George Scott 

Mr. Arthur H, Folger Mr. Walter Seibel 

Mrs. Samuel Friedman Mr. William H. Stevens 


Mrs. Clark S. Sturges 
Mr. Richard C. Swingler 
Mr. Henry C. Warren, Jr. 
Mr. Elmer P, Wheaton 
Mr. Peter Ziegler 


Miss Carolyn Sue Hatfield 
Mr. S. B, Heckler 

Mr. P. E. Jewell 

Mrs. Don King 

Mr. Godfrey B. Miller 


Family Membership 


Mr. & Mrs. J.W. Ackerman Mr. C. R. Ostrander 
Mrs. M. M, Esteves Mr. Ralph R. Nelson 
Mr. Raymond C, Hollingsworth Mr, L. Wheaton Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. H. B. Hooker Mr. H. C. Strecker 


Mr. & Mrs. L. Lewis King Mr. & Mrs. Clement W. Sutton 

Contributing Member Annual Sponsor 

Mr. David Perlman Mr. Albert E. Schlesinger 
Be 
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